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Pago Four THE PRAIRIE VIEW STANDARD September, 1938 
NOTICE TO ALL SCHOOLS 
Teachers of Texas Colored Schools, 
Dear Colleagues: 
liegiuniirg early, we are request­
ing all public schools to enroll in the 
I tit t-s scholasl ic League immediately. 
This will give more time for the stu­
dents to prepare and take part in the 
various events. In paying member­
ship fees, please send only money 
orders or cashiers' cheeks. 
The membership fees remain as 
follows: 
1. Class AA, senior accredited 
high schools, S5.00. 
3. Class A, schools having an en­
rolment of 400 or more pupils, §1.00. 
3. Class B, schools having an en­
rollment not less than 150 nor more 
than 391) pupils, S3.00. 
4. Class C, schools having more 
than one teacher and an enrollment 
not more than 149 pupils, S3,00. 
5. Class I), schools having only 
one teacher, SI.00. 
Very truly yours, 
W. R. Banks, State Ex. See'y, 




Major and minor courses in Busi­
ness Administration arc now being 
offered students enrolling: in the col­
lege department of Prairie View 
State College. This forward step 
is in keeping with the progress and 
needs of (he hour, and is certainly 
another step toward better economic 
and social conditions. 
In a recent circular letter, the 
Departments of Social Science and 
Business Administration said: 
Never before in the economic world 
has there been a greater demand for 
well-trained men and women. There 
is need for business education of the 
I'll!ore farmer, teacher, clerk, small 
store owener, housewife and thou­
sands of skilled and unskilled labor­
ers. Not only is (here a need for 
business skills hut for business ideals. 
Because business education must 
be expanded to meet these needs, a 
Department of Business Administra­
tion has been organized at Prairie 
4 iew, one important purpose of 
which is to bring business down to 
earth and apply it to everyday 
living. 
A major in Business Administra­
tion consist of 45 semester hours and 
a minor consists of 31 semester hours 
(consult the head of the department 
DYNAMIC EDUCATION 
(Continued from page 1) 
the one who will busy himself with 
the problems of the community; one 
who will unselfishly address himself 
to difficult and some times thankless 
tasks. He is not only the student, 
of social and economic affairs, who 
recognizes the various problems con­
fronting himself, his people or his 
community, but he is also the 
courageous and fearless worker who 
seeks to do something about these 
problems* 
What are some of the major pro­
blems ascribed to the American 
Negro and what part may dynamic 
teachers and leaders play in their 
solution ? 
First, it is pointed out that the 
Negro has not been able io achieve 
certain standards of home and 
family life in keeping with Ameri­
can culture because of his low eco­
nomic income; the location of his 
home on the poorest land and in the 
most undesirable neighborhoods; and 
because of his lack of educational 
facilities and political activity—the 
last being forced as well as volun­
tary. 
Secondly, his economic status 
leaves much to he desired. In recent 
years he has been forced out of so 
many of the lines of endeavor for­
merly known as "Negro Jobs" and 
where his labor is used, the wage 
scale is so l'ar below that of the aver­
age American workman as to make 
his status far below what American 
Standards soem to indicate as neces­
sary to maintain a decent standard 
of living. 
In the third place, and in all pro­
bability growing out of the two 
former problems is the low health 
average of the Negro. He is, because 
of living conditions and low earning 
capacity, susceptible to diseases of 
respiratory organs, and the heart and 
infected with social diseases to a de­
gree so great as to set him somewhat 
apart from the general American 
procession. 
In the last consideration is the 
problem of character building agen­
cies in which lie is most sadly lack­
ing. Let it not be felt that in 
enumerating these four problems of 
for proper sequences of courses). 
But persons contemplating secretar­
ial work only may take a special 
Two-year Trade Courso- in Secretar­
ial Studies leading to a certificate of 
proficiency. 
home, health, low earning capacity, 
and lack of character building agen­
cies, I am attempting to say that 
these are ail, or even the most im­
portant of tlie problems which Negro 
society in America faces and which 
dynamic education and those who 
become dynamic citizens must cope 
with and do something about. Far 
from thai. It seems to me, however, 
that a few minutes spent in thinking 
throug'h the elemental portions of 
these problems, might give to all of 
us, who have a desire to serve 
acceptably, some idea of what we 
may do about them. 
Whop we traverse the streets of 
our larger cities and see the neigh­
borhoods in which the better situ­
ated of our people live, we are 
tempted to form the opinion that, 
ail other things considered, we are 
making progress in our home life. 
That may be true, but the following 
facts taken from available census 
reports and Government releases, 
give evidence of just how much 
further we must go before compar­
ing favorably With the rest of 
America in the matter of decent 
homes and housing. 
The average cost of Negro owned 
homes, other than farm homes, in 
tlie states of Arkansas, Louisiana 
and Oklahoma, is less (hail §1,000 
each. Texas fares slightly better 
with an average cost of Negro 
homes, other than farm homes, of 
§1,010. 
But though tlie most recent census 
release gives to Texas a total Negro 
population of more than a million 
persons, the total number of homes 
other (ban farm homes, owned by 
Negroes is only 42,000. Of this 
number 20,500, or about half, cost 
under §1.000. 
A survey of the Negro housing 
sil nation in Dallas, Texas, made 
during recent months, b y R. E. 
MeVery, Assistant City Flan Engi­
neer, revealed that of the 2200 houses 
inspected, 1800 of these houses oc­
cupied liy Negroes were unlit for 
satisfactory family life. 
In Houston, Texas, Jesse O. Thom­
as, of tlie National Urban League, 
observed tlie absence of drainage, 
lights and sewer connections along 
with poorly constructed and dilapi­
dated houses. Tlie need was most 
conspicious in the lower wage earn­
ing groups who are greatly in the 
majority. 
(Continued in next issue) 
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NEGRO COLLEGES OF TEXAS 
STRESS IMPROVEMENTS IN 
RURAL LIFE 
By Miss A. C. Preston, A. M. 
During a very recent Teachers-
Training Conference, held in Austin, 
Texas of Negro Colleges of the state, 
some very interesting facts were re­
vealed from various studies of work 
being done by these colleges in their 
efforts to train in-service and pros­
pective teachers for rural communi­
ties. 
It appears that Negro colleges 
of Texas are cognizant of the fact 
that because education is a dynamic 
thing it is subject to constant inves­
tigation and that its progress must 
be frequently checked over with a 
view, of modification. The standards 
of living in rural communities have 
almost hopelessly declined and signs 
of disintegration have been noted 
in social institutions and family life. 
Nowhere are these tragedies more 
devastating than in small Negro 
communities in the South. These 
changes in social order arc so obvious 
that our colleges arc putting forth 
efforts to meet with the continuous 
corresponding demands being made 
of them in educating their teachers 
for much needed rural adaptations. 
The Texas Bulletin No. 371 issued 
by tlie State Department of Educa­
tion February, .1937, reported 236,590 
Negro rural scholastics with 5,727 
teachers. The Annual Jeancs Teach­
er's Report for 1937 included the fol­
lowing information for twenty-nine 
counties in which supervisors arc 
working: there arc 858 one-teacher 
schools, 205 two-teacher schools, 30 
!hi ee-teacher schools and 119 over 
three teachers. In addition, 63 church 
build'ngs, 7 lodge halls, and 7 dwell­
ing houses arc being used for public 
schools. 
it was noticed further in the Texas 
Bulletin No. 371 on Negro Educa­
tion that of the 5,967 Negro teachers 
employed in public schools of the 
State 3,833 did not hold degrees; 26 
three years or less in high school 
training; 83 four years high school; 
371 one year college; 1,604 two years 
college; and 1,746 three years col­
lege. 
The health problems among rural 
Negroes are also stretching forth a 
(Continued on page 3) 
THE HIGHWAY OF LIFE 
By Napoleon Bonaparte Edward 
As we go laughing down 
Life's highway, 
Let us watch our footsteps 
By night and day, 
And look for the briar 
And deceitful thorn, 
For the stumbling block 
As we go on. 
And at times we will greet 
No big red rose, 
No sweet geraniums 
And no solos, 
But the good and the bad 
We all must meet, 
After calm, then the storm. 
The bittersweet. 
Though the way may be 
rough, 
The moon asleep, 
Go on and be singing, 
No time to weep; 
At tlie end of the race 
A wreath and crown 
For tlie man who goes on 
And ne'er gives down. 
Though tlie skies are not blue 
Aways o'erhead 
And the sinking sun paints 
No landscape red, 
Let us push on forward 
And make the goal, 
At the close of the day 
A crown of gold. 
r-'1 ' ~il 
PRAIRIE VIEW GETS $15,000.00 
FOR NEW DINING HALL 
Prairie View State College is 
assured of a new modern dining hall. 
This assurance was given in a tele­
gram sent by Congressman J. J. 
Mansfield from Washington to Prin­
cipal W. It. Banks, September 16 as 
follows: 
'The Public Warks Administration 
lias made grant 815,000.00 for col­
lege cafeteria, docket 2265." 
The old dining hall is no longer 
adequate to meet the needs of the 
college. This grant by the Public 
Works Administration will afford 
accommodation for the present and 
future attendance at the college and 
better serve its patrons. 
!. 1 
DYNAMIC EDUCATION 
Commencement Address Delivered 
By Dr. E. B. Evans, Prairie 
View State College 
Most of you, I believe, have seen 
and had explained to you the princi­
ples of the dynamo. If you have not, 
you should pay a visit to the power 
plant before leaving the campus and 
get a "(dose up" of this marvel of 
our industrial age. 
The dynamo is a means of con­
verting mechanical energy or power 
into electric current. By trans­
mitting a rotary motion to fields 
studded with magnetism, coils of 
wire, conductors, brushes, and com­
mutators, the mechanical energy, 
which is usually trasmitted by the 
revolution of a large wheel driven by 
steam, produces electrical power. 
This power is capable of driving, 
heating, illuminating, freezing, bring­
ing music through the air by means 
of radio, and of being useful to man 
in many other ways—both known 
and unknown. 
As we, a group of school and col­
lege minded people, think today of 
Dynamic Education in connection 
with the dynamo, the machine capa­
ble of converting mechanical energy 
into work producing current, we 
naturally liken the student body to 
the mechanical power which rotates 
through months and years of school 
terms through a magnetic field 
studded with classrooms, libraries, 
laboratories, teachers, conferences, 
seminars, and all other activities of 
the school plant. All other things 
being equal, society should get as a 
product a new individual, a citizen 
acquainted with factual material, 
possessing character and poise, know­
ing and seeing his responsibilities 
to his community; a person with the 
desire and courage to discharge his 
responsibility to his community effi­
ciently. Let it be remembered, how­
ever, that all of the mechanical 
energy sent into a dynamo is not 
converted into electric power. Some 
is lost by friction, other portions 
are lost through faulty connections. 
So it is with student bodies; not all 
who come to college and are exposed 
to its magnetic fields come out as the 
really dynamic type. 
The dynamic teacher or leader is 
(Continued on page 4) 
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Notice to Contributors 
The Standard requests all profes­
sionals as well as the public in gen­
eral to send articles for publication 
directly to the editor. 
RECORD ATTENDANCE AT 
PRAIRIE VIEW COLLEGE 
Following registration September 
15, the sixty-third Annual Session 
of Prairie View State College got 
on its way with prospects for a large 
and enthusiastic attendance. Class 
work in every department was begun 
and practically every teacher and 
employe assigned for the session was 
at his post. 
Coach Sam B. Taylor, the college 
mentor, is back from northern and 
eastern intitutions where he has been 
in study during the summer. His 
rwuita for the annual gridiron 
classics give promise of a very excl-
lent career in the coming conference 
bouts. 
In the first general assembly of 
teachers and employees of the 
session, the message of Principal 
W, R. Banks was eagerly awaited 
and generously received. 
Looking forward with a long-time 
program for the best interest of the 
college and the common welfare of 
its personnel, the Principal spoke 
plainly and frankly of the objectives 
of the college and the relations of 
teachers and employes in the pro­
secution and consummation of its 
plans and schedules. 
Among other things, the Principal 
said, the soul of the institution is 
found in its faculty. The whole of 
our social order lies largely in the 
hands of the teachers. "For twelve 
years," said tie, "Prairie View State 
College has gone forward with the 
philosophy that education of Negroes 
must have for its objectives the mak­
ing of a worthwhile life, and a re­
spectable living. To these ends the 
college endeavors to serve the Negro 
citizens of this area at the points 
of their greatest needs; and to bring 
the training of the students into 
closer relationship with their life's 
occupations and problems. With this 
thought in mind, you have come to 
deal with these young minds in the 
light of that philosophy." 
PROFESSOR JOHN M. HARRIS 
RETURNS TO ALMA MATER 
PRAIRIE VIEW NAMES PROF. 
R. W. MILLIARD TO POST 
By F. A. Jackson 
The appointment of R o b y W. 
Milliard, of Bay City, Texas, State 
Supervisor of A d ill t Education 
Among Negroes in Texas, as Director 
of the newly organized Department 
of Personnel at the Prairie View 
State College was announced here 
by W. R. Banks, Principal of the in­
stitution. 
The Department of Personnel 
under which will fall all activities 
of students and student relationships 
other than classroom activities auto­
matically abolishes the office of the 
Dean as such thereby setting up a 
new department of which the offices 
of the Dean of Men and Dean of Wo­
men will function as an integral part. 
Each office will continue its special 
functions. 
Although a young man, the newly 
appointed Director Milliard is already 
familiar with the position to be filled. 
He was appointed to the faculty of 
Prairie View in 1930 and after two 
years of service as assistant cashier 
in the fiscal department was el­
evated to the managership of the 
Student Dining Hall. 
"Mr. Milliard not only possesses 
the intellectual and personal qualities 
essential to a successful career at 
the institution, but is intimatelv 
familiar with the complex picture 
presented by the numerous services 
to he performed by this newly created 
department," Principal Banks said. 
The new Director received his 
undergraduate education at Prairie 
View State College and while a 
student at the institution was active 
in school affairs as one of the 
founders of the student publication 
and later business manager of the 
publication, captain in the R,. 0. T. C. 
and thrice elected delegate to various 
Professor John M. Harris, alum­
nus and former employe of Prairie 
View State College was seen on the 
c a m p u s  s h a k i n g  h a n d s  w i t h  o l d  
friends, meeting new ones and tak­
ing note of the progress of his Al­
ma Mater. 
Professor Harris was graduated 
from Prairie View State College in 
1911, winning distinction in agricul­
ture. Leavng Prairie View, Profes­
sor Harris taught school in Louisia-
ana and is now principal of the Hol­
ly Grove Vocational School at Holly 
Grove Arkansas. 
The Holly Grove School has 1020 
students and sixteen teachers, Pro­
fessor Harris said. He said he was 
given every opportunity for develop­
ment in Arkansas and was well 
pleased with the general outlook for 
progress in that state. 
PRAIRIE VIEW PANTHERS 
1938 Football Schedule 
October 1—Tillotson College, at 
Home. 
Oct. 8—Texas College, at Home. 
Oct. 17—Wiley College, at Dallas. 
Oct. 29—Arkansas State College, at 
Home. (Home Coming). 
Nov. 5—Xavier University, at New 
Orleans. 
Nov. 11—Bishop College, at Mar­
shall. 
Nov. 19—Langston University, at 
Langston. 
Nov. 24—Southern University, at 
Home. 
January 2—Tuskegee Institute, at 
Houston. 
Y .  M. C. A. conferences. 
Following his training at Prairie 
View, Director Milliard attended the 
University of Wisconsin receiving 
the Master's degree in Sociology in 
June 1930. From August, 1936 to 
(he present time he has served as 
Supervisor o f Adult Education 
Among Negroes of Texas and at the 
request of the State W. P. A, offici-
a's will continue his connection with 
the work serving as adviser on Negro 
affairs along with his work at Prai­
rie View College. 
Commenting on the appointment, 
Principal Banks said, "A thorough 
search for a suitable person to fill 
the position has assured me that 
Mr. Hilliard is the man for the job 
and of his cordial welcome to the di­
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NEGRO COLLEGES OF TEXAS 
STRESS IMPROVEMENTS IN 
RURAL LIFE 
(Continued from page 1) 
trembling hand for rescue. Chiefly 
among such problems are malnutri­
tion, tuberculosis, syphilis, malaria 
and hookworm infection. There is 
no single solution for all of these 
problems, but the first object of 
education should be health and the 
rural teacher must be taught to in­
tegrate health teaching in his courses 
at school. 
Teach the child in school and he 
in turn will teach his parents how to 
rotate their crops. This must be 
supplemented by Parent- Teachers^ 
Association activities. Help the 
farmer to understand the value of 
diversified farming, planting more 
vegetables at different seasons in­
stead of the one-season crops which 
he now has. With a little selection 
of seed and type of soil the farmer 
may have winter crops of vegetables 
such as turnips, collards, onions, 
etc., which when supplemented by 
properly canned and preserved fruits 
and vegetables from the previous 
fall and summer will give him a 
proper diet the year around. 
The farmer should be made to 
understand that the potentiality of 
the soil is somewhat like the poten­
tiality of the young child; both 
depend upon individual study and 
feeding with rotation and variation. 
Just as the improper feeding of the 
soil may destroy its futur-e germi­
nating power, so may improper diet 
for the growing child handicap him 
and his offsprings in the future. 
If the rural community would use 
more vegetables and fruits, more 
fowl & eggs, more milk & butter, and 
more red meats, not only would we 
see a disappearance of the percent­
age of anemic, malnourished young 
children with ease of fatigue, eye 
infection and other cutaneous mani­
festations of disordered function and 
infection, but also improved mental 
alertness. In the older group, pel­
lagra would disappear and a gener­
ally m o r e energetic community 
would develop. 
The best key person in such a 
plan of education under the present 
set-up is the rural school teacher. 
Our colleges are including in their 
curricula three classifications of 
courses for "Professional Prepara­
tion of Rural Teachers," they are 
as follows: 
Professional: Rural School Prac­
tice Teaching, Rural School Observa­
tion, Rural School Administration, 
Rural School Management, Rural 
S c h o o l  C u r r i c u l u m ,  R u r a l  S c h o o l  
Methods, Rural School Libraries. 
Background: Rural Community 
Activities, Rural Community Rela­
tions, Rural Sociology, Rural Eco-
nomice. 
Differentiated Subject Matter: 
Reading and English, Agriculture and 
Nature Study, Elementary Science, 
Geography, Social Sciences. Health 
and Physical Education, Home Eco­
nomics, Industrial Arts, Music, Fine 
Arts, Handwriting. 
Rural school practice teaching is 
being put into practice by five of the 
senior colleges. All of the better 
prospective rural teachers in these 
institutions are given an opportunity 
to acquaint themselves with the 
needs of rural people and to iearn 
while in college how to meet such 
needs through the school curriculum. 
This type of practice teaching is 
being done in certain selected schools 
of the counties in which these five 
colleges are located. Such labora­
tories are affording wonderful oppor­
tunities for growth and development 
of teachers, children and parents. 
One of these laboratory schools is 
developing a Community Library. 
The parents in this community have 
already learned to frequent this lib­
rary on certain evenings of the week. 
They furnish their own lamps. So 
happy were these adults at the in­
itial opening of their library, they 
remained at the school until eleven 
o'clock. 
In another of these laboratory 
schools, a "Sale Circle" is conducted 
by the teacher, childr-en and Jeanes 
Supervisor. The children make out 
a list of their needs, such as; salt, 
sugar, pepper, flour, tea, coffee, toilet 
goods, stockings, sewing material, 
etc. and give it to their teacher who 
with the aid of the supervisor, 
makes exchanges with one of the 
merchants in the nearby town. On 
"Exchange Day" the children bring 
to school eggs, vegetables, chickens, 
butter, etc. and make exchanges for 
the articles they indicated a week 
prior to "Exchange Day." 
It is interesting to note the 
number of school gardens, orchards 
and chickens that are being added as 
content material for curriculum build­
ing in these laboratory schools. 
Scientific methods in dealing with 
such projects are stressed, and in 
schools in which there are no voca­
tional teachers, cooperative measures 
are used in securing the help of such 
trained teachers. 
It is hoped that a large number of 
schools will take over the above men­
tioned projects in the future. 
Not only are these key schools 
serving prospective teachers as lab-
oratories but as demonstration 
centers for experts in rural school 
methods to show to the teachers how 
the principles of progressive educa­
tion can be translated into actual 
practice in rural schools and comrn-
unites. 
Two of the senior colleges are 
having their better prospective teach­
ers spend a period of time living in 
the rural community. Each stu­
dent is expected along with his daily 
routine to put some one special pro­
ject over while out on his field work. 
The nature of such projects depends 
primarily upon the needs of the com­
munity. 
It is felt that within the next five 
or more years of improved work of 
the Negro colleges in Texas, in di­
recting such teacher-training pro­
g r a m s  a  s  h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  
attempted in training young men 
and women for rural communities 
that our fellow citizens of the soil 
will find themselves better equipped 
for living happily and intelligently 
in their communities. 
PRAIRIE VIEW PANTHERS 
DEFEAT TILLOTSON 46-0 
Tillotson College football aggre­
gation was ingloriousiy defeated 
here by the dashing Panthers of 
Prairie View State College, October 
1. The contest began on time as per 
schedule and was witnessed by prac­
tically every student enrolled in the 
college and visitors from Houston, 
Hempstead, Waller and other neigh­
boring communities. 
The Tillotsonites took the count 
46 to 0. They were outclassed in 
every art and device of the pigskin 
lore. But they were clean and hon­
est,, and played clean and honest 
lull from start to finish, it was re­
ported to the Standard. 
Coach Sam Taylor's recruits are 
in fine fettle and show unmistakably 
that they will take care of them­
selves in the conference engage­
ments lined up ahead. They have 
an unbroken line of support by the 
faculty and student personnel. 
